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In this presentation we will...

* explore the online media
context

* briefly explain key terms

e consider two possible ways
forward

* share examples of practical
classroom materials

* provide insights gained from
trialling the materials

Truth Post-truth |
| think therfefore| | believe therefore
| am I'm right !

post-truth

ADJECTIVE
Relating to or denoting circumstances in which
objective facts are less influential in shaping public
opinion than appeals to emotion and personal belief



How do our students get
their news?




The online media context

Anti-journalism Sharing news as
journalism performance

Making a good Communication as
impression ritual




Two possible ways forward...

Everyone is entitled to
their own opinions.

They are not entitled
to their own facts.




How to spot fake news

* Take a closer look

* Look beyond the headline
* Check other sources

* Check the facts

* Check your biases

* Isit ajoke?

Fact Check > Fauxtography

Did Donald Trump Scare a Group of Schoolchildren?

4 April 2018 - A video showing terrified reactions of a group of
children as the president enters a classroom is actually two
different clips that were edited together.

Fact checking sites

Snopes: snopes.com/
PolitiFact: politifact.com

Fact Check: factcheck.org/
BBC Reality Check:
bbc.com/news/reality-check
Channel 4 Fact Check:
channel4.com/news/factcheck
Reverse image search from
Google: google.com/reverse-image-
search




Practical classroom activities




Practical classroom tasks :

1/ Quiz - practice distinguishing between fake and real news
2/ Discussions - reasons why people (choose to) believe fake news
3/ Ranking - to raise awareness of why fake news

4/ Translation - to negotiate meaning: groups make a poster about
how to recognise fake news

5/ Skills development: videos on how to spot and why people share
fake news; research to find fake news; write real and fake news and
guess

6/ Infographics / graphs to practice interpreting

7/ Wiki / blog / Moodle - develop News Literacy, Digital Literacy,
Number Literacy, Critical Literacy



Was it true? — what do you think?

Donald J. Trump & )

@realDonaldTrump

Thank you for all of the nice compliments and reviews on
the State of the Union speech. 45.6 million people watched,
the highest number in history. @FoxhNews beat every other
Network, for the first time ever, with 11.7 million people
tuning in. Delivered from the heart!

12:02 PM - Feb 1, 2018

QO 22931 1113507 ) 64,319 0y



According to Nielsen data, Mr Obama's first official State of the # Fox News Research @

Union speech in 2010 attracted 48 million viewers. Mr Clinton's w @rFoxiewsReseaicn
State of the Union pulled in a record 66.9 million television viewers ig%TgsTngViewers:
in 1993. Mr Bush pulled in 62.1 million in 2003, a few weeks before AN
the Iraq War. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-42897622 2015:31.7M
2014: 33.3M
2013: 33.5M
2012: 37.8M
; Q. Rep. Don Beyer & = 011 a9 8
@RepDonBeyer 2010: 48.0M
: o . ) 2009: 52.4M*
Just like Trump’s “largest Inauguration crowds ever. 2008: 37 5M
2007: 45.5M
Viewership numbers for the first State of the Union by: 2006:41.7M
2005: 38.4M
2004: 43 4M
Obama: 48 million 2003: 62.1M
George W. Bush: 51.8 million 1993: 66.9M* (largest TV audience)

Clinton: 45.8 million N6t an GHGal SOTY

12:42 PM - Feb 1, 2018
A ridiculous thing to lie about. twitter. com/realdonaldtrum. . Q241 11618 Q) 880
12:34 PM - Feb 1, 2018



Real or fake news? — what do you think (and why)?

1/ In August a devastating hurricane hit the Americas - so powerful it
broke records - first category-six storm ever!

2/ Hundreds of people died in the Grenfell Tower fire: 42 people
found dead in one room; baby rescued from the building 12 days
after the fire; baby thrown from 10" floor during the fire survived.

3/ When Storm Harvey displaced thousands in Texas, US, in August,
a Canadian Iman closed his mosque's doors to Christian victims.

4/ Last September girl called Frida Sofia trapped in a deadly
earthquake in Mexico.

5/ UK Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn had to do his paperwork on the
floor of a train as there were no seats.



manhunt for [, A4
cave boy ok | UFO crash in Arkansas
captured il == &
just weeks ago! HILLARY -
2%

Answers — but why would people
believe the news?
1/ False — category 6 hurricanes don’t exist!

2/ All false — 71 people died; no records of any babies in the
stories or 42 bodies in one room

3/ False — the Canadian Iman had never even been to Texas!
4/ False - Frida Sofia never existed!

5/ True — Virgin boss Richard Branson (Conservative
supporter) circulated CCTV footage that showed that there
were seats on that train but this was later shown to be false.
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www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-42487425
Listen to the video and note down:

-3 reasons why people share fake news
- 3 ways of spotting fake news




Discussion: rank these uses of fake news around the
world (most 5 to least 1 dangerous) and agree on why:

a) Control e.g. Despots using fake news as a weapon to
qguell dissent

b) Political propaganda e.g. Campaigns to meddle with
elections in the US, UK, France, Germany and Catalonia

c) Religious propaganda e.g. WhatsApps increasing
religious tensions in India & Myanmar

d) Ignorance? e.g. fake news via messaging and Messenger
e) (April Fools) Jokes?

https://www.axios.com/trump-effect-a-worldwide-fake-news-crisis-1515110917-10ce48c4-f7f2-4b3e-81f5-b47bd6fd9125.html




Using translation to negotiate o

M ° MERLEGELD A FORRAST  OLVASS A SOROK KOzZOTT
l I I | I I A torténettdl egy kattintasra vizsgdld meg A cimsorok tulozhatnak, hogy tébben
e a n I n g ° a e a p O S e r O e p az oldalt, annak kildetését és kapcsolatait.  kattintsanak rdjuk. Mi a teljes torténet?
[ L[]
others In college recognise take news oo
ELLENGRIZD A SZERZOT ~ MEGBIZHATO A FORRAS?

Egy gyors keresés a szerzkre. Kattints a hivatkozésokra. Allapitsd meg,

https://www.ifla.org/publications/node/11174 g
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rl wq Va EVt n loa lc lI, E U 6 E lq E l6 n CE lq Ha Gjraposztolnak egy régi hirt, az nem Ha tul szokatlan, lehet hogy szatira.
FA K E N Ews E R KE N N E N jelenti azt, hogy jelenleg is aktualis. Nézz utana az oldalnak és a szerzének.
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FEKEZD ELOITELETEIDET ~ KERDEZD A SZAKERTOKET
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WAZE THN MHIH AIABAZE OAO TO APOPO JA

;ESTA N TICIA ES FALSA?
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ESTUDIE LA FUENTE LEA MAS ALLA i
Investigue mas all: el sitio web, Un titular impactante puede quers

Cay 54l

objetivo e informacién de contacto. su atencién. ¢Cudl es la historia cq
oG,
WAZE TO ZYITPAMEA  AAAEZ MAPANOMIES; PRUFEDEN QUTOE*! BEWESIE DIk U =n
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:
1o

Eivat a§uéruoror; Eival aAnBwoi; oxetiovtat pe wy eibnon. éQu |E'N ES EL AUTOR? FUENTES ADICIONA
Haga una busqueda rpida sobre el Haga clic en los enlaces y comprud
E ; Ei I autor. ¢Es fiable? ¢Es real? haya datos que avalen la inform: JPEENE
25 8 Saal)
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A Altere Nachrichten konnen Gberholt Was zu unwahrscheinlich klingt,
AEX TH N H M EPOM H N lA n POKEITA| rIA AzTEIO’ sein, auch wenn sie frisch gepostet sind. ~ Satire sein. Ist die Seite ernst ge
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Graphs & statistics

'Be Careful How/What You Say!

Why statistics is important!

Peanut Yield (Ib/A) Peanut Yield (Ib/A)
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Misleading Graphs

Compare the two graphs
A A

Days of - Days of
Freezing 8 Freezing 100
Temps 84 — Temps 80 —]

83 60 —

82— 40 —

81 = 20—

2007 © 2008 2007 © 2008

Both show exactly the same data. However, the graph on the left
makes the change appear to be much larger than it really is because
the numbers on the vertical axis do not start at 0. Each vertical
mark on the left graph represents 1 and each mark on the right
represents 20 (the scale changes).

Image Source: http://www.his.washki2.ccg/



Stage-managed

STRO™- ~~“TABLE LER
|ONAL INTEREST




Infographics:

how many young black
people are in prison in
the UK compared to
young white people?

https://eewiki.newint.org/index.php?title=QUIZZES

quiz/infographic:
eewiki.newint.org

New Internationalist

The world unspun

Black lives

England and Wales* ﬂ us g

THE FACTS - :
[ | Percentage of 70 [ Percentage of
) — prison population? prison population®
Percentage of Percentage of
The impacts of racism can be seen 60 O genera?apgopulau'on3 0 general ;?oepulation5
in almost all aspects of everyday 0 20| B =
life. Black and indigenous people % -
are more likely to be jailed or 20 i I i—| 1 I_'I
unemployed - that’s if they make ol [ — | |
it past childhood. White  Black  Asian  Mixed White  Black Hispanic

* England and Wales collect separate data to the rest of Britain in many subject areas.
We have chosen to use data from thisregion asitis where the majority of the population lves.

Behind bars

Young black people in England and Wales are

9 times more likely

to be locked up than young white people.!

Australia ﬁ
100

New Zealand/Aotearoa ﬁ
100 i

80
70 | Incarcerated and | | Percentage Percentage
sol = community offenders® 80 of prison 80 of prison
[ [ Percentage of =] population® population'®
50 | lation’ 60 60
general population [ percentage [ percentage
40 of general of general
30 40 population® 40 population'!
20 ! .-
| - 20 20 |

10 ,—1 — | \

0 Jo| oy r_l—l - 0 | — | -

White Aboriginal Black  Asian Non- Aboriginal and White Maori
Indigenous  Torres Strait
islanders
. .

The perils of birth s g Work
Both infant and maternal mortality are skewed by race. Inf:1mo%e“aths UK: unemployment rate for black,

Ericland ; 10/ live Y mixed race and Pakistani people is

nglan | 14 A

and Wales* “ Australia ﬁ KRxfhs more than twice

8 infant deaths per < Infant deaths per & thatof Whith peopieand

7{1,000 live births'*

711,000 live births™

more than 3 times
for Bangladeshi people.'®

US: unemployment rate of
indigenous and black people is

atleast twice
that of white people.”

New Zealand/Aotearoa:
unemployment rate for Maori



Developing

Critical Literacy,
Digital Literacy,
Number Literacy,
News Literacy

‘All information is not created equal’

The News Literacy Project: www.thenewsliteracyproject.org




Benefits for multilingual ESOL groups:

e Adults: understand importance of reading news regularly to
contextualise fake news and importance of talking to their children
about fake news

* Teens: discuss, rank and understand propaganda and manipulation
as part of safeguarding

* Translanguaging: valuing L1 to negotiate meaning in English

* Language and skills development: e.g. new sets of vocabulary;

research to find fake news; write real and fake news items and guess
which

* LOTS to HOTS (lower order >> higher order thinking skills)
* Critical literacy pedagogy and bringing news/global issues into class



More useful resources:

* https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/nov/10/fake-
news-social-media-current-affairs-approval

e https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/nov/16/facebook-bias-
bubble-us-election-conservative-liberal-news-feed

* https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yasx9utavPk&feature=youtu.be
* https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MVBe6 o4cMI

e Post-truth: The New War on Truth and How to Fight Back (Matthew
d’Ancona)

* Fake News in Real Context (Paul Levinson)




Any questions / comments?

contact us (and GISIG): gisig@iatefl.org



