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'Given that, for many of us at least, most of our 

professional morality entails respect for other 

beliefs and other values, what do we do when 

faced with students whose values do not include 

such respect for the values of others? Can we be 

tolerant of intolerance? This is one of the hardest 

moral dilemmas faced by language teachers, 

and it goes to the heart of who we are as 

teachers'  
 

(Johnston B. 2003. Values in English Language Teaching. 

Mahwah: Lawrence Erlbaum p. 117). 

 



‘In discussing lesbian/gay themes in the 

intercultural arenas of language classes, moments 

of conflict, disagreement, or discomfort are perhaps 

to be expected. This is especially the case given 

the vast changes that are rapidly taking place 

worldwide with regard to the visibility and legitimacy 

of historically subjugated sexual identities and 

communities… Sexual diversity issues are being 

transformed in significant ways, which is exactly 

why language learners may find it useful to unpack 

them. …’ 
 
Nelson, C.  (2009)  Sexual identities in English language education. 

London: Routledge, p. 86 



‘It is precisely those aspects of culture that are in flux, 

that are being contested, that are most likely to confuse 

students. How to negotiate competing discourses may be 

exactly what language learners need to learn. In ESL 

contexts, the fact that discussing lesbian and queer 

themes can be complex culturally is precisely why doing 

so can be productive pedagogically. Not productive in the 

sense of furthering a gay agenda or a campaign for gay 

rights – but in terms of enhancing the ability to 

understand, participate in, and negotiate discursive 

practices.’ 
 
O’Móchain, R., Mitchell, M., & Nelson, C.D. (2003) in Sharkey J., & 

Johnson, K.E. (eds) The TESOL Quarterly dialogues: Rethinking issues of 

language, culture and power, p. 136. 



Advocacy and information 
 
Stonewall was founded in 1989 by a small group of women and men who had 
been active in the struggle against  Section 28 of the Local Government Act. 
http://www.stonewall.org.uk/ 
 
International lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and intersex association 
ILGA is a worldwide federation of 1100 member organisations from 110 
countries campaigning for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and intersex rights. 
Since 1978.  http://ilga.org/ 
 
 
Queering ESOL 
Towards a cultural politics of LGBT issues in the ESOL classroom: 
https://queeringesol.wordpress.com/ 
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