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Imagine ….
you are a refugee – watch this 
short video and tell someone 
afterwards about some of 
your experiences





Normal task / refugee context
Choose one of the posters. Your partner 
will ask you yes/not questions about the 
physical description and facts (‘Are you a 
woman? / Are you wearing a tie? / Do 
you play sport?) to find out which 
immigrant you are. Then swap.





Some things are 
more important than 
learning English

- Increasing Islamophobia and racism
- Freedom of movement
- Human rights of refugees and migrants
- Uniting families



Objectives of this session:

•Share resources – images related to 
refugees (and other global issues)
•Share approaches – 10 tasks
•Share concerns / complications 





10 tasks with images 
from 
eewiki.newint.org



Search – 192 articles about refugees



1. Photo stories
1/ describe and draw or describe and write (pairs)
2/ write conversation between people in 2 different 
photos
3/ pairs: A – photographer, explaining why / how they 
took each photo to B – friend asking questions
4/ ‘My memories’ – look at photo story, then try to 
recreate the memories you now share from the photos 
by telling someone else (who looked at a different 
photo story)



Calais refugee camp, 2016



Rohingya refugees in Malaysia, 2015



Tibetan refugees in Nepal, 2016



Idomeni camp, Greece, 
2016



Research / prediction – from whole wiki:
5/ pairs choose a photo anywhere on wiki – don’t read article – write 2 
– 4 sentences about what / why / where / how / who you think it is –
then read article to check how chose you were
6/ pairs choose photos and decide on headlines to write for the photos 
– then skim articles to see how near you were



Infographics:
7/ quizzes
8/ pairs write qs for others or 
whole group
9/ develop awareness of 
numeracy – print out infographic
and cut up to individual diagrams
– hand out one to each pair who
investigate and analyse, then 

present to group





Country profiles:

10/ pairs choose 
country (lesser-known 
countries from Global 
South) and look at 
photos – from photos, 
predict country ratings 
and background info –
then read / check



Responses from my students:
a) Crying
b) Saying ‘All refugees are Muslim and all Muslims are 
terrorists’
c) Telling long emotional stories about their own family 
or friend
d) Suggesting we all do a ‘guerrilla sticker’ campaign 
and stick AI ‘Refugees welcome’ stickers on lampposts
e) Asking what they can do to help refugees in Greece



Too serious / sad / depressing? –
PositiveNegatives



Amnesty International: free training for teachers



Free 
resources:



Support: HRFS and the ‘I Welcome 
Community’



Resources:
•PositiveNegatives.org
•Amnesty International –
Amnesty.org.uk/resources /

https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/i-welcome/
•Easier English wiki - eewiki.newint.org
•GISIG – gisig.iatefl.org

lindaruas@hotmail.com

https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/i-welcome/
mailto:lindaruas@hotmail.com

